
Progression Mapping 

 Phonics at St Mary’s 

INTENT 

At St Mary’s we have implemented the Twinkl Phonics DFE  approved programme which is a coherently planned sequence of lessons that 

supports the effective teaching of phonics within EYFS, KS1 and, where appropriate, KS2. 

Level 1 Twinkl Phonics provides themed teaching packs for our Nursery Teacher to deliver each of the DfE’s Phase 1 phonics aspects. 

Throughout Level 1, young learners develop the knowledge, skills and understanding to discriminate between and use auditory, environmental 

and instrumental sounds. Level 1 is taught in the EYFS and runs throughout the teaching of phonics Levels 2-6. In reception, children work 

within Levels 2-4. Here learners are introduced to phonemes/sounds and graphemes/letters systematically. They also learn to develop and 

apply blending and segmenting skills for reading and writing. 

Within KS1, children work within Levels 5 and 6. The coherently planned sequence of lessons within Level 5 allows Year 1 opportunities for 

children to apply their phonics knowledge and skills as the prime approach to reading and spelling. It focuses on phonetically decodable 

two-syllable and three-syllable words and the alternative ways of pronouncing and representing the long vowel phonemes. Furthermore, 

children will develop their ability to attempt to read and spell increasingly complex words. By Level 6, Year 2 children explore spelling patterns 

and grammar while also developing a breadth of knowledge, skills and understanding in the recognition and spelling of common exception 

words. 

The Twinkl Phonics Programme intends to not only provide children with opportunities to develop the knowledge, skills and understanding 

essential for reading and writing, but also, to develop each child’s confidence, resilience and engagement in phonics lessons and a love for 

reading and writing. 

IMPLEMENTALTION 

The Twinkl Phonics Progression Mapping sets clear expectations for pupil’s progress within the Twinkl Phonics Programme. The tracking 

document attached allows the tracking of pupil’s progress. It provides opportunities for data analysis and encourages discussions around pupil 
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progress, group progress, future learning and misconceptions, enabling us to respond and adapt teaching within the programme to provide 

additional support and challenge to pupils at each review point. 

The dynamic and engaging materials delivered in the daily planning packs within Levels 2-6 ensure a clearly defined structure to the teaching 

of phonics. The direct teacher-led lessons enable all learners to develop and apply new skills while also providing opportunities to further 

apply these skills within fun and engaging activities and through continuous provision. The teaching PowerPoints, stories, games, additional 

texts and toolkits are meticulously planned to allow children to apply and practise phonics skills. They also offer opportunities to challenge 

learners and provide support to teachers and parents. 

Teacher guides for each stage are provided to allow teachers and adults working with children to feel confident in their own subject 

knowledge, knowing they are fulfilling the national phonics criteria and enabling each child to achieve their potential. 

IMPACT 

The impact of using the Twinkl Phonics Programme as the basis of the phonics teaching within EYFS and KS1 at St Mary’s, will be for children 

to develop their phonics skills and knowledge through a systematic, synthetic approach, while covering the statutory requirements outlined in 

the 2014 National Curriculum. The programme will prepare children for the statutory year 1 phonics screening check and complements the 

DfE’s Letters and Sounds document. The programme gives a consistent approach to phonics, which is clear to teaching staff and learners. 

Parental engagement will be enhanced and improved through the use of the parent guidance sheets. 
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END OF YEAR EXPECTATIONS OF THE PHONIC PROGRAMME TRACKING DOCUMENT: 
 

 Year 
Group 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Level 1 Nursery Level 1 runs throughout the teaching of Phonics Levels 2-6. 

Level 2 Reception 1-6 Weeks  

Level 3 Reception  1-12 Weeks  

Level 4 Reception  1-4 Weeks 

Level 5 Year 1 1-30 Weeks 

Level 6 Year 2 1-30 Weeks 

 
LINKS TO EYFS EARLY LEARNING GOALS: 

READING WRITING 

a Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 
digraphs. 

b Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-
blending. 

c Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with 
their phonic knowledge, including some common exception 
words. 

a Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 

b Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the 
sounds with a letter or letters. 

c Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

  
KS1 NATIONAL CURRICULUM YEAR 1: 

READING- RECOGNITION WRITING - TRANSCRIPTION 

a Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words. 

b Respond readily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters 
or groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, where 
applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes. 

c Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs that have been taught. 

a Write words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught. 

b Spell common exception words. 

c Spell the days of the week. 

d Name the letters of the alphabet. 

e Naming the letters of the alphabet in order. 
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d Read common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word. 

e Read words containing taught GPCs and -s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er and -
est endings. 

f Read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught 
GPCs. 

g Read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and 
understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted 
letter(s). 

h Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge and that do not require them to 
use other strategies to work out words. 

i Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in 
word reading. 

f Using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings 
of the same sound. 

g Add prefixes and suffixes using: 

• the spelling rule for adding -s or -es as the plural marker for 
nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs; 

• the prefix un-; 

• -ing, -ed, -er and -est where no change is needed in the spelling 
of root words, 
e.g. helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest. 

h Apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English 
Appendix 1. 

i Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that 
include words using the GPCs and common exception words taught 
so far. 
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KS1 NATIONAL CURRICULUM YEAR 2: 

READING- RECOGNITION WRITING - TRANSCRIPTION 

a Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to 
decode words until automatic decoding has become embedded 
and reading is fluent. 

b Read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain 
the graphemes taught so far, especially recognising alternative 
sounds for graphemes. 

c Read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the 
same graphemes as above. 

d Read words containing common suffixes. 

e Read further common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word. 

f Read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding 
and blending, when they have been frequently encountered. 

g Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic 
knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, 
automatically and without undue hesitation. 

h Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence 
in word reading. 

a Spell by segmenting spoken words into phonemes and 
representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly. 

b Spelling learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or 
more spellings are already known, and learn some words with each 
spelling, including a few common homophones. 

c Spell common exception words. 

d Spell more words with contracted forms. 

e Spelling using the possessive apostrophe (singular), for example, the 
girl’s book. 

f Distinguish between homophones and near-homophones. 

g Add suffixes to spell longer words, including -ment, -ness, -ful, -less, 
-ly. 

h Apply spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1. 

i Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that 
include words using the GPCs, common exception words and 
punctuation taught so far. 
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PHONIC ASSESSMENTS 
Children’s progress is continually reviewed to allow for support and challenge to be planned to meet their leaning needs. Children are formally 
assessed at the end of each half term. 
The national Phonics screening check is performed in June of Year 1. Prior to this the EYFS and KS1 phonics workshop gives parents information 
about how they can support their children at home with phonics. The purpose of the screening check is to confirm that all children have 
learned phonic decoding to an age-appropriate standard. The children who did not meet the required standard for the check in Year 1 are re 
Checked in Year 2 with additional support put in place for them to achieve the required standard. As children enter KS2, provision is made for 
those children still requiring daily phonics where appropriate and this is supported by the Twinkl Phonics Codebrakers. 
 
PHONICS AND READING 
 
Guided reading and home reading books are closely matched to children’s developing phonics knowledge and banded/phonic decodable 
books form part of teacher assessment of progress. 
 
NB: Twinkl Phonics refer to the common exception words as tricky words however at St Mary’s we prefer to refer to them as quick words so 
that pupils don’t see them as difficult words and rather words that don’t follow the phonic rules pupils are familiar with. 


